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Title 3—The President

in memorial activities or peaceful protest north of Cuba. Therefore, in ac-
cordance with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emergency with respect to Cuba and
the emergency authority relating to the regulation of the anchorage and
movement of vessels set out in Proclamation 6867.

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to
the Congress.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
February 25, 1998.

Presidential Determination No. 98–15 of February 26, 1998

Certification for Major Illicit Drug Producing and Drug
Transit Countries

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 490(b)(1)(A) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, (‘‘the Act’’), I hereby determine
and certify that the following major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries/dependent territories have cooperated fully with
the United States, or have taken adequate steps on their own, to achieve
full compliance with the goals and objectives of the 1988 United Nations
Convention Against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances:

Aruba, The Bahamas, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, China, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Haiti, Hong Kong, India, Jamaica, Laos, Malaysia,
Mexico, Panama, Peru, Taiwan, Thailand, Venezuela, and Vietnam.

By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 490(b)(1)(B) of the Act,
I hereby determine that it is in the vital national interests of the United
States to certify the following major illicit drug producing and/or major il-
licit drug transit countries:

Cambodia, Colombia, Pakistan, and Paraguay.

Analysis of the relevant U.S. vital national interests, as required under sec-
tion 490(b)(3) of the Act, is attached.

I have determined that the following major illicit drug producing and/or
major illicit drug transit countries do not meet the standards set forth in
section 490(b) for certification:

Afghanistan, Burma, Iran, and Nigeria.

In making these determinations, I have considered the factors set forth in
section 490 of the Act, based on the information contained in the Inter-
national Narcotics Control Strategy Report of 1998. Given that the perform-
ance of each of these countries/dependent territories has differed, I have at-
tached an explanatory statement for each of the countries/dependent terri-
tories subject to this determination.

VerDate 18-JUN-99 11:04 Jul 30, 1999 Jkt 183005 PO 00000 Frm 00244 Fmt 8089 Sfmt 8089 Y:\SGML\183005T.XXX pfrm02 PsN: 183005T



245

Other Presidential Documents

You are hereby authorized and directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to publish it in the Federal Register.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
THE WHITE HOUSE,
Washington, February 26, 1998.

STATEMENTS OF EXPLANATION

Aruba

Aruba is a major trafficking and staging point for international narcotics
trafficking organizations which transship cocaine and heroin from Colom-
bia, Venezuela and Suriname to the United States and Europe. Its key posi-
tion near the Venezuelan coast with air and sea links to South America,
Europe, Puerto Rico and other Caribbean locations makes it a prime trans-
shipment point. Drug shipments are made primarily via containerized
cargo, but commercial airlines and cruise ships are also used.

Money laundering organizations use legitimate companies as fronts to in-
vest in land development and other construction projects. The Government
of Aruba’s (GOA) Free Trade Zone (FTZ), casinos and resort complexes are
reported to be attractive venues for money laundering and smuggling. Leg-
islation recommended by four joint Aruba-Dutch commissions to enhance
monitoring of the FTZ, casinos, import and export of money, and legal enti-
ties is pending.

Although Aruba is a part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands (GON), it
has autonomy over its internal affairs and has independent decision-mak-
ing ability in many drug policy areas. In 1997, the GOA passed and imple-
mented a new criminal procedural code which allows for expanded inves-
tigative powers for local law enforcement as well as for extradition of na-
tionals subject to service of sentences in Aruba. The change in criminal
procedure removed one of the last remaining barriers to the GOA’s full
compliance with the 1988 UN Drug Convention standards. The GOA has
yet to ask the Kingdom of the Netherlands (GON), a party to the 1988 UN
Drug Convention, to extend it to Aruba.

The GOA, as part of a joint Netherlands-Netherlands Antilles-Aruba
Coast Guard, received two small fast patrol boats to patrol the coastal wa-
ters and interdict drug shipments. The GOA established money transaction
monitoring entities to review unusual transactions in the banking sector.
Aruban law enforcement officials participated in USG-sponsored training
courses for drug enforcement during 1997.

Indications of corruption still hinder the effectiveness of GOA efforts
against international narcotics traffickers and money launderers. The with-
drawal of the OLA party from the Eman coalition government and the gov-
ernment’s subsequent fall in late 1997 was linked in the press to the efforts
of elements within Aruban society and political circles who are seeking to
halt or reverse recent government actions, including progress in trans-na-
tional crime, counternarcotics and money laundering issues. Elections in
December returned no one party with a parliamentary majority and efforts
to form a new coalition government have moved slowly. Progress in imple-
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